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Its members 
include the 
counties of 
El Dorado, 
Placer, 
Sacramento, 
Sutter, Yolo 
and Yuba and 
22 cities.
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1962 Federal Highway Act of 1962 requires area 
wide “cooperative, comprehensive and 
continuing” planning process in order to 
access Highway Trust Fund money.

1963 Sacramento County Planning Commission 
recommends, and Sacramento Board of 
Supervisors approves, the formation of a 
four-county Sacramento Regional Area 
Planning Commission (SRAPC). 
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1965 SRAPC consists of four counties (El 
Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, Yolo) plus 13 
cities.

1969 Sutter and Yuba Counties and balance of 
their cities join. 
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1971 Proposal to rename SRAPC “Council of 
Governments” shelved because of concerns that a 
regional power grab is involved.

El Dorado and Placer Counties (except Roseville) 
withdraw from SRAPC due to concerns over Valley 
dominance.

1976 SRAPC produces first “Transportation Improvement 
Plan” and a document called the “Regional Land 
Use Plan.” Calls from Sacramento City and County 
for a weighted vote scheme. 
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1980 SRAPC transitions to SACOG, which is 
formed as a JPA with weighted voting. 

Rocklin and Lincoln rejoin in Placer 
County.

1988 West Sacramento joins.
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1990 JPA revised to allow/simplify admission 
of new cities and counties. Multiple 
floating seat concept for city groups

El Dorado County and Placer County 
rejoin.
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2003 Direct representation for all local 
governments on SACOG Board —
28 cities and counties become members. 

Weighted voting
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• Regional Transportation Plan every three 
years

• Air Quality Conformity Analyses on Plans

• Allocate State Transit Funds
• Monitor timely use of Transportation 

Investments

• Regional Housing Needs Allocation
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• MTP Litigation

• First “regional” MTP based on  stakeholder 
process in 2002

• State bill to re-distribute sales tax revenues 
causes civil war

• Blueprint land use projected initiated 
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• Develop 2030 map with local governments for 
next MTP – and strategies to implement it

• Train local governments and private sector to use 
technical tools

• Electronic “newsletter” to track projects, share 
problems and ideas

• Educational series for planners, planning 
commissioners and elected officials

• Pursue removal of barriers to Blueprint-style growth
• Monitor and report – benchmarks
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• One of the “Top 50” programs Harvard 
University “Innovations in American 
Government” Competition, Kennedy School of 
Government (2003)

• The Governor’s Award for Environmental 
and Economic Leadership (2003) 

• The Federal Highway Administration/Federal 
Transportation Administration Transportation 
Planning Excellence Award (2004)

• SACOG was named the best metropolitan 
planning organization in the nation by the 
Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations
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• The American Institute of Architects California 
Chapter Presidential Citation (2004)

• The Environmental Council of Sacramento 
(ECOS) Environmental Leadership Award
(2004)

• The Sacramento Business Journal Real 
Estate Deals of the Year  Best Land Use 
Plan (2004)

• The American Lung Association Sacramento 
Emigrant Trails Clean Air Award, Regional 
Award (2004)


