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The Pinelands

1.1 Million Acres

927,000 Acres 
Regulated by Pinelands 
Commission

53 Municipalities

7 Counties

277,000 Residents



Water, Water, Everywhere ….

• 17 Trillion 
Gallon 
Aquifer

• Supports 
rivers, 
streams 
and coastal 
estuaries



• 850 plant 
species

• 92 rare plants 

• 3 plants found 
nowhere else

• 27 species of 
orchids

A Botanical Treasure



Globally Rare Habitat

• 12,000 acre 
Pygmy Pine 
Forest

• Largest of its 
type in the 
world 



• 500 animal 
species

• 43 rare 
animals

An Animal Oasis



Unique Agriculture

• #3 in 
cranberry 
production

• #2 in 
blueberry 
production



• Native 
Americans

• Charcoal, Iron 
and Glass 
industries

• Historic 
settlements

• Traditional 
villages

History



1978: National Parks and Recreation Act –
“Section 502”

1979: New Jersey Pinelands Protection Act

1980: Pinelands Comprehensive Management 
Plan Adopted by the Commission

1981: Comprehensive Management Plan 
takes effect following approval by 
Governor Byrne and the U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior

The Beginning



15 Member Commission

� 7 Appointed by the Governor

� 7 Appointed by Pinelands Counties

� 1 Appointed by U.S. Secretary of the Interior

Pinelands Commission Appoints Executive 
Director

� Chief Administrative Officer

� Oversees 60+ member staff

Pinelands Commission Organization



LAND USELAND USE
ININ

THE PINELANDSTHE PINELANDS

LAND USELAND USE
ININ

THE PINELANDSTHE PINELANDS



9 Management Areas

Conservation – 60%

Agriculture – 10%

Development – 13%

Land Use Program



Resource-Based Uses

� Forestry

� Berry Agriculture

� Low-Intensity Recrea tion

Residential and Business 
Development Not 
Generally Permitted

TDR “Sending” Area

Preservation Area District



Resource-Based Uses

� Forestry

� Agriculture

� Low-Intensity Recreation

Average Residential 
Density = 1 du per 28 
acres

Very Limited Business 
Development

Forest Area District



Traditional Residential 
Development

Traditional Business 
Development

Zone Capacities Average 
3 du per acre

TDR “Receiving” Area

Regional Growth Area District
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� Wetlands

� Vegetation

� Wildlife

� Water Resources

� Scenic Resources

� Historic Resources

� Air Quality

� Waste Management

� Fire Management

Universal Development Standards



� Forestry

� Sand and Gravel Mining

� Agriculture

� Recreation Development

Special Standards for Resource-Based Uses
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� Master Plans & Amendments

� Land Use Ordinances & Amendments

� Municipal “Adjustments” possible

Municipal and County Conformance

Commission Approval Required



� Site Plans

� Subdivisions

� Building Permits

� Septic Permits

Oversight of Permitting Decisions

Local Approvals Subject to Pinelands Review



� Commission Approves Public Development

� Coastal Area Permits Must Be Consistent With 
CMP

� All State Regulations Must Be Consistent With 
CMP

State Consistency
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� Land Acquisition

� Scientific Research

� Economic Monitoring

� “Smart Growth” Community Planning

� Interpretation & Education

Major Non-Regulatory Programs
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Development in 
the Pines

26 Years of Pinelands Protection

< 100 homes in 26 years



26 Years of Pinelands Protection

33,787 homes in 26 years

Development in 
the Pines

< 100 homes in 26 years



PDC Program has 
Protected 54,000 
Acres

More than 53% of 
Pinelands Now  
Protected

Land Permanently 
Protected

26 Years of Pinelands Protection



� New sand and gravel mining prohibited in 
conservation zones

� 43 landfills closed

� Nationally acclaimed ecological 
monitoring program

� $5.5 million “safe yield” study of aquifer

� State-of-the-art stormwater practices

26 Years of Pinelands Protection



� Wastewater investments in development 
areas

� Piloting innovative on-site wastewater 
technologies – up to 80% pollution 
removal

� Sustainable community design

� Pines economy outperforms surrounding 
area

26 Years of Pinelands Protection


